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Curriculum Information Bulletin for Year 3 - Spring Term 20254
Dear Year 3 parents,
We hope you have a lovely Christmas break. The information below outlines our main topics of work and ways in which you can help your child in the Spring Term.  If you would like to find out more about our Year 3 curriculum, please go to https://www.sheenmount.richmond.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+3&pid=45 

English
Reading
This term we will be focusing on Roald Dahl’s wonderful stories and encouraging your children to read them.
Reading remains of paramount importance. We give all children opportunities to lead reading within class sessions and, in order to develop their higher order thinking skills, it is very important that you continue listening to and discussing books with your child at home. To help your child progress in their writing, please continue to help them experience high quality texts to widen their vocabulary and understanding. Please read with them every day if you can.
Spelling
Please continue to help your child learn the common exception spelling words (orange words on the Google classroom) for the Spring Term, by practising them by using ‘spell-well activities’ or in the context of sentences. The spelling overview for the year can be found on the Google Classroom. 
Writing
As part of our Roald Dahl focus, we will be using George’s Marvellous Medicine to inspire our writing. We will be writing character descriptions and persuasive advertisements in the first half term. In the second half term, we will focus on writing poetry as we read Maloarie Blackman’s wonderful book, Cloudbusting. We will continue to build on and learn new skills in grammar, spelling and punctuation. 
Maths
This term, the children will be continuing to consolidate their understanding of number and the four operations, focusing on multiplication and division. The times tables we learn in Year 3 are 3s, 4s and 8s. Please keep encouraging your children to learn their target times table and related facts. You can help by reciting tables on car journeys or when playing games such as catch. Outdoor games which involve rhythm such as skipping can also be great for learning table facts. Please focus on one times table at a time – your child needs to know these facts inside out before moving onto the next times table. Speedy Tables tests will take place once a week on a Friday. If you are aware this is an area your child finds challenging, please ensure you are supporting them on a daily basis.
Science
This half term we will be learning about animals, including humans. We will focus on identifying what types of nutrition animals need to keep them healthy. We will also look at skeletons, muscles and their purpose. In the second half of the Sspring term we will be learning about forces and magnets. In both science topics, we will focus on increasing our knowledge through observations and experiments.


Computing 
Children will learn to use the coding programme code.org to further develop skills in programming and progress onto more challenging sequences. 
Humanities
We begin with our new topic, Ancient Egypt which is always a favourite. After half term, we will look at the geography of the Rriver Nile. 
PE 
We will continue with swimming lessons at the start of the spring term.
Children should come to school wearing their PE kits on Tuesdays and WednesThursdays for outdoor and indoor PE lessons.
Year 3’s weekly swimming lessons will begin in March. There will be further communication in late February to confirm which day each class will have their lesson.
Art, Design and Music
Our history focus will provide inspiration for our art lessonsWe will be. Music lessons will focus on composing playing a short piece on a glockenspiel using just 3 notes. using our Roald Dahl topics to inspire our art this term as we build on our painting and sketching skills. 
French
Weekly lessons will focus on developing the children’s speaking and listening skills. We will learn the names of 10 familiar instruments and be introduced to the first person singular verb allowing the children to say things they can do or not do.
RE
In RE we will continue to study world religions and thereby gain a better understanding of the ways in which people worship. will be considering where we get our morals from, using this theme to study several different religions.
PSHE
We will be continuing to reflect on focussing on our health and wellbeing this term and will be focussing on thinking positively.. In addition, we will continue to spend time every week reflecting on having an awareness of our emotions and the importance of using strategies to regulate these emotions.  Assemblies will continue to focus on being resilient and on living values which encourage us to be good citizens.
Routines, Dates and Events
Homework will continue to be set on Thursday on the Google Classroom and should be completed by the following Tuesday. There will always be a maths piece of homework, an English or topic piece of work and a reading task.
We will have an Ancient Egypt Day on Wednesday 29th January. This will be a dress up day and we will need lots of parent helpers.
Year 3 will all be performing in a special year group assembly on Thursday 27th March at 9.10am Tuesday 26th March at 9.10am.
.
Kind regards,        The Year 3 Team
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